
Saturday, January 28, 2023 

7th & 8th Grade Boys Basketball 

Kansas Completes Epic Comeback 

Kansas 45, Michigan 38 

 

 Kansas completed an epic comeback on Saturday afternoon, storming back from down 12 

to complete a 45-38 victory. Ryan Richner helped to spur this comeback, scoring 10 of his 17 

points in the second quarter when his team needed him most. Javier Ortiz helped to complete the 

comeback, as he scored 6 points in the final quarter to help put the dagger into the Michigan 

Wolverines. Michigan started out hot, as Devan Barnwell scored 12 of his 17 points in the first 

half. Connor Wurl also had an extremely strong game, getting to the hoop with ease.  

 

 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Total 

Kansas 7 15 10 13 45 

Michigan 15 10 7 6 38 

 

Kansas Michigan 

Ryan Richner helped lead Kansas through 

their comeback, as he scored 10 of his 17 

points when his team needed it most in the 

second quarter. He also pulled down 12 

rebounds and had 4 steals.  

 

Javier Ortiz provided a powerful one-two 

punch for Kansas, as he added 10 of his 16 

points in the second half. Javier was flying 

around the court, getting to the hoop with 

ease. He also had 5 steals, taking their 

opponent out of a rhythm.  

 

Josh Devantier added 5 points and 9 

rebounds, along with a monster block!  

 

John Cipolla was a monster in the paint, 

pulling down 14 rebounds and registering 2 

blocks. He also scored a nice basket.  

 

John Rotella, Dylan Sumi, and Anthony 

Baran all scored two points, while pulling 

down 7 rebounds each.  

Devan Barnwell started off hot for Michigan, 

leading the early charge by scoring 12 of his 

17 points in the first half. He also did a great 

job of finding open teammates, registering 2 

assists.  

 

Connor Wurl had a very strong game, getting 

to the hoop with ease. He scored 13 points 

with 4 rebounds and 2 assists. His strong 

defense helped to lead his play, as he 

registered 6 steals.  

 

Brayden Wilson scored 6 points in the second 

quarter with an array of jumpers and layups. 

He also had 4 rebounds and a steal, doing a 

good job of running the floor.  

 

AJ Millar added a basket in the 4th alongside 

3 rebounds.  

 

Troy Lawrence added 4 rebounds and 4 

steals, providing a strong defensive spark 

once again.  
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Alabama 51, UNC 32 

Alabama’s Offense Explodes in Victory 

 

After a tight first quarter, Alabama blew the doors of this game by outscoring UNC 30-12 

in the second and third quarters. This outburst was led by their ferocious defense, as the team 

registered 14 total steals during the game. Alabama took this steals to the hoop for fast-break 

layups. Preston Loncar facilitated many of these plays, as he found Matt Vittum and Billy Payne 

steaking to the basket for quick baskets. MJ Kreps of UNC still scored 16 points despite the 

tough sledding, while Luka Zacher added 8 points too.  

 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Total 

Alabama 15 11 19 6 51 

UNC 12 5 7 8 32 

 

Alabama UNC 

Preston Loncar led the way for Alabama as he 

had 17 points, 6 steals, and 3 assists. Preston 

did a great job of pushing the ball up the 

court, finding many open teammates who 

were able to get open and score.  

 

Matt Vittum also had a great game, 

registering a double-double. He scored 17 

points, including many awesome drives to the 

hoop. He had 11 rebounds, an assist and steal.  

 

Jared Volz was a sharp-shooting machine, 

scoring 8 points with 2 rebounds.  

 

Billy Payne got to the hoop with a barrage of 

cool moves, as he scored 6 points and dished 

out a pair of assists. He played great in the 

point guard setting.  

 

Damien Coupe added a basket and rebound.  

Mert Kreps scored 16 points during the game, 

including 9 in the first half. He also had 3 

rebounds an assist, and block.  

 

Luka Zacher had a strong game, scoring 4 of 

his 8 points in the 4th quarter. He also had 7 

rebounds and 2 steals.  

 

Eric Grinnel added 4 points and 8 rebounds, 

knocking down shots from the mid-range. He 

also dished out a pair of assists.  

 

Ray Keidel added a basket and 9 rebounds, 

hustling all over the court to get rebounds and 

steals.  

 

Caleb Munson added a basket and 2 rebounds 

in the third quarter.  
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Wichita State Knocks Off Oregon in Week 2 

Wichita State 53, Oregon 35 

 

 Wichita State used a 20-point third quarter to seal the victory on Saturday. This scoring 

outburst was led by Braxton Vailancourt, who scored 12 of his 25 points in the third, using an 

assortment of 3-pointers and sharp drives to the basket. Meanwhile, AJ Ciqnuino added 14 

points, while Brendan Dalke added 12 points too. With this much dispersed scoring, the 

Shockers proved tough to beat. Caleb Herbert scored 12 points for Oregon, while Cole Frank 

was on fire late in the 4th quarter, scoring 7 of his 9 points in the final frame.  

 

 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Total 

Wichita State 8 13 20 12 53 

Oregon 5 7 12 11 25 

 

Wichita State Oregon 

Braxton Vailancourt led the way with a 

ferocious game. He scored 12 of his 25 points 

in the third quarter, hitting multiple three-

pointers during the game. Braxton shot the 

ball with ease and had one of the strongest 

games of the season so far. 

 

AJ Cinquino had an all-around great game, 

scoring 14 points with 6 rebounds, 2 assists, 5 

steals and 5 blocks. AJ’s strong defense 

helped to push the ball up the court quickly in 

transition, leading to layups for his team.  

 

Brendan Dalke added 12 points and 3 

rebounds, getting to the hoop efficiently. He 

also had a steal and a block.  

 

Owen Plewniak capped off the Shocker’s 

scoring with a basket late in the fourth 

quarter.  

 

Jameson Dalke and Michael Perfetti each had 

5 rebounds.  

Caleb Herbert led the scoring for Oregon, 

scoring 8 of his 12 points in the first half. He 

also added 4 rebounds and 2 blocks. In the 

process, Caleb nailed a deep three-pointer! 

 

Cole Frank started to heat up in the 4th 

quarter, scoring 7 of his 9 points during the 

final frame. Cole hit an awesome 3-pointer 

during the final minutes of the game!  

 

Jaxon Brindenbaker scored a basket in the 

first and fourth quarters, and had 4 rebounds 

too.  

 

AJ Schubring added a basket and assist in the 

third quarter, and Jacob Govern added 2 

points and 2 rebounds in the third.  
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Player of the Week 

Braxton Vailancourt 

Wichita State 

Unsung Hero of the Week 

Matt Vittum 

Alabama 

 

 

 

 

Braxton Vailancourt led all scorers on 

Saturday with a ferocious game. He scored 12 

of his 25 points in the third quarter, hitting 

multiple three-pointers during the game. 

Braxton shot the ball with ease and had one of 

the strongest games of the season so far. He 

also added 6 rebounds, an assist and 2 steals 

during the game. 

 

Matt Vittum had a great game for Alabama, 

registering a double-double. Matt was flying 

around the court and repeatedly ran the floor 

to try and help his team get fast break layups. 

Matt scored 17 points, including many 

awesome drives to the hoop. He also was lock 

down on the defensive end, registering 11 

rebounds, an assist and steal. 

 

 

 

 


